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Happy New Year!

| hope you all had a nice holiday break and were able to get out and do some birding
amid all the hustle and bustle of December. While the Christmas Bird Count season is
over, we follow right up with the first Jordan Lake Eagle Count of the year in January.

Always the darkest and coldest of the quarterly b
counts, itis also the one where if you are lucky you i
might see some eagles pairing up for the breeding
season.

January also brings back our membership meetings
after the December break. Our next meeting is
January 27 and | look forward to seeing you there.

Membership in the Chapel Hill Bird Club is on a
calendar year basis. So it is time for us all to renew
our membership. Dues are a mere $25. Please do
consider joining this year. Membership is not required?

field trips. %
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Bo's pal, Howard, doing his best
Bo Howes to stay dry this January.

Cheers,


https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/dues/
https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/speakers.html
https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/birdwalks/



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Binkley+Baptist+Church/@35.9295316,-79.027595,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89acc3475c405acd:0x33efe2f599b3d407!8m2!3d35.9295273!4d-79.0250201!16s%2Fg%2F11gpf9f187?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDEwNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/XuQJ0LWSTC6E5T4JlTHzlA?fbclid=IwY2xjawPTiEdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBISjFZUXhRRWN3MmNBVzhHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoc7j2PTRIBoYfYSCUgCMaUZgpEvoUDi5DZq5sFEgCwIm9YfWpj-YBoPXDPN_aem_qLFryUySmx75QPyKRhgbGQ#/registration
https://fb.me/e/8trDa2SGe
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/XuQJ0LWSTC6E5T4JlTHzlA?fbclid=IwY2xjawPTiEdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBISjFZUXhRRWN3MmNBVzhHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoc7j2PTRIBoYfYSCUgCMaUZgpEvoUDi5DZq5sFEgCwIm9YfWpj-YBoPXDPN_aem_qLFryUySmx75QPyKRhgbGQ#/registration




CHBC Member Special Encounters

We hope you enjoy these brief write-ups from members who experienced
some special avian visitors. Did you see a noteworthy bird recently? Send
a photo (or a few) and a brief write up to Kelly Mieszkalski and have it
included in a future newsletter!

Say's Phoebe, photo by Michelle Forte

November Surprise

By Michelle Forte

November is often a month that birders dread. The end of warbler season,
the arrival of cold weather. For me however, it is a month of excitement and
anticipation that | look forward to every year. So filled with optimism |
headed out to Mid Pines Road in Raleigh on a cold but beautiful morning on
November 18th. And a lovely birdy morning it was, but even the multitude of
sparrows along the creek failed to yield a rare sighting. So after a few hours,
ready to leave, | headed up the hill from the creek past the Agro Farm
towards my car, when suddenly that Eastern Phoebe | had walked by several


mailto:kellymieszkalski@gmail.com?subject=CHBC%20Bird%20Encounter&body=

times that morning (noting it's wagging tail) flew right in front of me across
the gravel road and perched on the wire. Seen well, in direct sunlight, |
immediately noted that the bird seemed slightly larger than an Eastern
Phoebe. Next, | observed a nice warm Salmon wash on its belly, and it
quickly dawned on me that | likely had a Say's Phoebe. After reviewing my
photos to confirm, | got word of the sighting out to the local community via
GroupMe as well as Ebird. In the subsequent hours a multitude of birders
gave chase, but | was dismayed to hear that the bird could not be relocated.
So when several days later a local couple reported the bird (with photos!) |
was thrilled. After all, what is the fun of seeing a rare bird if you are unable to
share it with your friends. As of this quiet Thanksgiving morning, many,
many, birders have made the trek to Mid Pines to enjoy this gorgeous bird. It
warms my heart to see so many people excited to see our special visitor to
Wake County. A true Thanksgiving week blessing.

Early Christmas Gift

By Nan DeWire

She showed up on the 6th of December. | had just had surgery on the 2nd
and was taking it pretty slow at home. | have a cylinder feeder by the dining
room table that has some small bushes below it. | noticed the movementin
the leaves of a Spirea bush and thought it was a kinglet or Pine Warbler but
then got my binoculars out and saw an eye ring! She stayed until the 16th,
and | haven’t seen her since. | shot the photos through my not-so-clean
window, but the warbler was less than 3 feet away and oblivious to being
watched. Several folks came over and saw the bird. Kent Fiala called it a



western Nashville due to its tail bobbing behavior and coloration on back of
neck and back being homogenous.

Nan’s images are below.
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Christmas Bird Count

DECEMBER 14 — JANUARY 5







Membership Renewal

You are invited to renew your membership to the Chapel Hill Bird Club for calendar
year 2026. As a reminder, dues are $25 per calendar year for individuals and
families (and you can pay for two years at a time), and just $10 for students. Please
visit our membership web page for information about paying your dues by Paypal or
check.

If you have a question about the status of your membership, contact Do Hodgson
(Treasurer, CHBC).


https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/chx2025.pdf
https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/dues/
mailto:dolohodgson@gmail.com?subject=CHBC%20Membership%20

CHBC Field Trip at Brumley South on January 3rd. Photo by Kent Fiala. For more

information about our field trips click here.



https://www.chapelhillbirdclub.org/birdwalks/

